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ResearchClassification of 

• Empirical or  theoretical

• Basic or   Applied

• Qualitative or Quantitative



Empirical and theoretical research

(philosphical approach)

Health research mainly follows the

empirical approach

It is based upon observation and

experience more than upon

Theory



Empirical research in the health

sciences can be qualitative or

quantitative in nature



Quantitative research
Quantitative research is research

involving the use of structured questions
where the response options have been
predetermined and a large number of
respondents is involved. By definition,
measurement must be:

 Objective, quantitative and statistically
valid, simply put It’s in numbers . Is
collecting, analyzing, and interpreting
data by observing what people do and
say.



QUALITATIVE RESEARCH 

Qualitative research is much more subjective than
quantitative research and uses very different
methods of collecting information, mainly
individual, in-depth interviews and focus groups.



Whereas, quantitative research

refers to counts and measures of

things, qualitative research refers to

the meanings, concepts, definitions,

characteristics, symbols and

descriptions of things



Basic And Applied

Research can be functionally divided 

into basic (or pure) research and 

applied research.



Basic research is usually considered 

to involve a search for knowledge 

without a defined goal of utility or 

specific purpose. 



Applied research is problem-oriented, 

and is directed towards the solution of 

an existing problem.



Purposes




